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Canon Barnett's relations with teachers were deep if somewhat complex. Believing as he did that the revelation of God to our time came by knowledge, he paid homage to their calling, but was in consequence severe when it had been adopted from poor motives and was carried on unworthily. Of all the sins committed by stumbling humanity lie was hardest on self-satisfaction, counting humility the greatest virtue, and conceit the dead wall which blocked progress. To this fault the teachers have special temptations.
For some of his teacher friends, such as Mr. Winkworth, Mr. Widdowson, Miss Hickling, Miss Wild, Miss Penstone, Miss Davies, Miss Jenkins, Mr. Levy, Miss Harris, and Mr. Polyblank, he had unstinted admiration, holding that their devotion to the dullest duty, their self-forgetting ingenuity in initiating fresh methods of developing the characters of the children, made them worthy of every honour. But it was just because these men and women showed in themselves the heights to which members of the teaching profession could attain, that Mir. Barnett regretted the lower plane on which the majority moved and were content to move.
To F. O. It., iSS7.~On Thursday we had a party of elementary teachers. They arc a set who need culture. We had thirty eoneeiteclly ignorant, comfortably ugly men and women, to whom is entrusted tho power oneo held by students and priests. We brought them faee to face with llohnan Hunt and other real creatures, people who know and unconsciously teach humility.
To F. (L It., IK90— On Tuesday Dr. Abbott dined with us and addressed 120 teachers on. Bible teaching. He was very good, at once free and reverent, true and tender. The teachers nhowed a want of earnestness and some who spoke confessed to care only for tho emancipation which comes from liberalism. Tho truth is that life to most is not serious, and so they do not care for a guide-book.
To F. (L R, 1891.—On Tuesday wo were overwhelmed by 300 teachers who came to an evening party in greater numbers thaii they had promised. They came too early and were aggressive in their'gratitude. Dear mo! the teachers do want to be sent on the quest of the Holy Grail They are so cocky and so ignorant.
It was my husband's reverence for little children and his limitless faith in humanity, if it were properly educated,